
M O N T H L Y  B O O K L E T  O F  K O N K O K Y O 5
May
2026KONKO KYOUHOU

F o r e
w o r d

Let's Sail  towards the Brighter Future!Let 's Sail  towards the Brighter Future!Let's Sail  towards the Brighter Future!
 b y  t h e  R e v e r e n d  Y u m i  A s a n o  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  A d v i s o r

 K O N K O  K Y O U H O U  M a y  I s s u e  

 Th is  t ime,  I  would  l ike  to  wr i te  th is  foreword
as  an  administ rat ive  advisor  for  the
Konkokyo Headquarters  Of f ice .  According  to
the  Konkokyo  Const i tut ions ,  an
"administ rat ive  advisor"  i s  "supposed to
provide  the  cabinet  members  with  advice
about  the  administ rat ion  of  Konkokyo  in
general ."  Because  of  th is  pos i t ion,  I  am
required  to  have  c lose ,  carefu l  observat ions
of  Konko Organizat ion's  act iv i t ies  whi le
being  in  my church.  This  i s  not  a  very  easy
job.  The  s i tuat ion  surrounding  the  Konkokyo
Organizat ion  has  recent  been  qui te  severe ,
and I  can  v iv id ly  sense  th is  even  at  my  local
Konko church.  I ,  however ,  have  a  hard  t ime
coming  up  with  ideas  as  to  what  we  should
do about  th is  problem.  
 I  was  ordained as  a  Konkokyo  minister  40
years  ago.  Back  then,  our  Organizat ion  was
already  los ing  i ts  l ive ly  energy  l i t t le  by  l i t t le .
Because  of  th is ,  the  Hombu Administ rat ive
execut ives  were  tak ing  var ious  act ions  in
order  to  turn  th is  d i f f icu l t  s i tuat ion  around.  
 One  day,  Hombu k indly  held  a  meet ing  for
young adult 
ministers 
and 
 I 
at tended
 i t . 
At

the  meet ing,  a  senior  minister  sa id  to  us ,
"The  Konkokyo  Organizat ion  i s  just  l ike  one
huge  sh ip .  I t  i s  now in  danger  of  caps iz ing,
but  what  you're  doing  i s  to  protect  your  own
cabin."  With  these  words ,  th is  minister
scolded us  a  whole  lot .  And  I  fe l t  a  sense  of
b ig  responsib i l i ty .  I  recal led  h is  words  f rom
time to  t ime,  and  I  have  made i t  a  ru le  to
remind mysel f  not  to  th ink  about  my church
only .  
 However ,  the  Reverend Michio  Hashimoto,
the  incumbent  Chief  Administ rat ive  D i rector
of  the  Konko Fa i th ,  presented  a  d i f ferent
v iew of  our  Organizat ion  at  the
Commemorat ive  Ceremony of  Konkokyo
Independence  in  June,  2024.  In  h is  address ,
the  Rev.  Hashimoto  stated,  "The  Konkokyo
Organizat ion  i s  o f ten  compared  to  one  huge
ship .  But  to  me,  i t  i s  more  l ike  a  large  f leet .  A
group of  numerous  sh ips  i s  sa i l ing  towards  a
'br ight  future '  together ,  shar ing  a  loose  yet
warm connect ion  with  one  another .  This
image  is  more  su i table  for  Konkokyo."  These
words  of  the  Rev.  Hashimoto  convinced  me
very  wel l .

 As  far  as  Konkokyo  is  concerned,  each  local
church  i s  just  l ike  a  sh ip .  In  th is  sense,  i t  i s
s igni f icant ly  important  for  a  minister  to
navigate  and protect/defend h is  or  her
church.  They  should  be  focused  upon th is
task  f i rs t  o f  a l l .  However ,  the  sea
surrounding  each  of  our  churches  i s  not  so
gent le  and mi ld  as  before .  The  wave  i s
anything  but  benign.  I t  i s  in  fact  qui te  rough.
Because  of  th is ,  many  of  us  seem to  f ind  i t
extremely  hard  to  s teer  our  sh ip  r ight .  We  are
also  not  qui te  sure  which  d i rect ion  our  sh ip
should  go  to  f rom now.  
 I  thought  about  what  a  Konko church  i s  and
what  the  Konkokyo  Organizat ion  i s .  I  d id  so
again  a f ter  a  long  absence.  Then I  gradual ly
saw that  the  reason why  we  somet imes  fee l
lost  and  why  we  are  not  so  sure  about  what
to  do  with  our  church  i s  because  there  were
no such  th ings  as  "churches"  and
"Organizat ion"  dur ing  the  l i fet ime of  our
Founder ,  Konko Dai j in .  As  to  how a  worship
hal l  (h i romae) 
should 
be 
 l ike , 
we 
can 
 fo l low

the  Founder 's  h i romae.  On  the  other  hand,
we can  hardly  come up  with  a  su i table  image
for  a  church  and the  organizat ion  for  the
reason ment ioned above.  
 Takahashi  Masao  sensei  wrote  a  book,  " In
Search  of  Our  Founder 's  Fa i th ,"  and  he  says
in  th is  book,  "This  group (organizat ion)  i s
something  you  ( the  Founder)  d idn' t  rea l ly
need.  This  i s  something  we  establ ished  for
the  sake  of  ourse lves .  We  are  current ly  in  a
s i tuat ion  where  we  need to  th ink  about  th is
f rom a  fundamental  perspect ive ."  The  Rev.
Takahashi  cont inues  and prays ,  "P lease  cast
your  l ight  upon a l l  o f  us ,  so  that  we  can
fol low your  wi l l /des i res ."  
 Today,  th is  large  f leet  ca l led  the  Konko Fa i th
(Konkokyo)  i s  in  a  pos i t ion  where  a l l  the  crew
of  the  sh ips  gets  uni ted  as  one  and pray  th is
very  th ing  together ,  so  that  we  wi l l  be  g iven
a  l ight  that  teaches  us  what  we  should  do
now.  I  s incere ly  bel ieve  that  our  doing  so  i s
t remendously  important .  
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 Thank you very much,  f irst  of  al l ,  for  your daily

prayer and Sacred Mediation for  al l  of  us.   Thanks

to your self less service for  our Parent Kami,  we

receive grand blessings from Kami.  And I  am

deeply thankful  about this.  


 I 'd l ike to speak to you.   

 On March 27th,  2021,  you (the Sixth Konko-sama)

humbly accepted the former (Fifth)  Konko-sama's

wil l  and succeeded your father's  posit ion as

Kyoshu.  Since then,  you have served our Parent

Kami as our Spiritual  Leader/Principal  Mediator.

Since then,  you have unif ied the whole Konkokyo

community.  And since then,  we have al l  been

saved and fulf i l led thanks to the Sacred Mediation

you perform for each one of  us.  I  am truly

appreciative about this.  

 Today,  fol lowing your f irst  f ive-year term as the

Spiritual  Leader of  the Konko Faith,  you assume

the posit ion of  Kyoshu again.  For this,  everybody

in this  Faith are delighted a whole lot  and they are

all  deeply grateful.  On behalf  of  them, I  would l ike

to convey my thick,  deep appreciation to you.  

 The Konkokyo Organization is  executing various

activit ies with the Basic Policy of  "Let us keep the

content of  the Divine Reminder/Tenchi  Kakitsuke

in our mind and put it  into practice.  By doing so,

let  us try to become the (bright)  l ight for  world

peace and the salvation of  al l  people."  Each

activity is  being done as planned and desired,  and

I  know that it  is  because Kami gives us blessings

upon our activit ies.  I  thank you very very much.  

 You,  Konko-sama, showed us the important point

of  Konkokyo's faith at  the radio program that was

aired on New Year's  Day of  this  year.  You

remarked,  "By nature,  people have capabil ity  to

give a hand to someone who is  in trouble.  This  is

for  everybody
to
be
able
to
smile. 
 It 
 is 
my
f irm

belief  that humans are humans because they get

to help others."  We would l ike to fol low your

words and receive such a blessing from our Parent

Kami.  

 On your inauguration day,  we would l ike to l ive

our faith l i fe,  knowing the importance of  "Being

aware of  the debt one owes to his/her parents and

trying to repay them for their  kindness to

him/her" with a refreshed mind.  And I  s incerely

pray that we wil l  get  to contribute to the

realization of  Kami's  wish,  "true peace of  the

world."  

 On behalf  of  the entire community of  the Konko

Faith,  I  would l ike you to take care of  yourself ,

pray and conduct Sacred Mediation for  not only

the members of  the Konko community but also al l

people of  the world so that al l  of  us wil l  be saved

and fulf i l led.  With your self less service for  our

Parent Kami,  we would l ike to receive Kami's

blessings in everything we are involved in.  

 Thank you
very
much, 
Konko-sama
!
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 On March 26th,  2026,  the Reverend Hiromichi
Konko f inished his  ( f irst)  f ive-year term as Kyoshu
(Spiritual  Leader/Principal  Mediator).  On the
following 27th,  he entered his  second (f ive-year)
term as our Spiritual  Leader.  
 At  8:00 AM (of  March 27th,  2026),  the staff  of  the
Konkokyo Headquarters'  Administrative Off ice and
the staff  of  other institutions,  Konkokyo Seminary
students and lay believers l iving in Konko Town
got together
at 
the
Central 
Worship
and
Mediation

 K o n k o k y o  H e a d q u a r t e r s  O f f i c e  

 K O N K O  K Y O U H O U  M a y  I s s u e  

◆  Off ic ia l  Address by the Chief
Admin.  Director ◆

 I  am deeply thankful  that I 've been
allowed to do goyo (as the Spiritual
Leader of  Konkokyo).  
 I  know I  am not perfect,  yet  I  would
like to continue to seek,  express and
hand down the faith of  Konko Daij in,
our dear Founder,  to future
generations.  I  would l ike to receive
Kami's  blessings with al l  of  you,  and
I'd l ike to contribute to the realization
of Kami's  wish even i f  a  l i tt le  bit .  
 I 'd l ike to call  for  your prayers,
understanding and cooperation.  
 Let  us str ive together!  
 Thank you
very
much.

Remarks by Kyoshu Konko-sama

Hall .  The Reverend Michio Hashimoto,  the Chief
Administrative Director of  Konkokyo,  expressed
his gratitude and request at  the Mediation Place,
representing the whole community of  the Konko
Faith.  After  that,  Kyoshu Konko-sama made a
statement.
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